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Speech & Language Support for Children & Young People with SLD
This course is written for those of you supporting children and young people with severe learning 
needs within their education setting including mainstream. The course uses interactive teaching 
methods, practical activities, videos and group discussion to engage you and support your learning. 
The course consists of 10 weekly sessions each lasting two hours and can be run as a 3 day intensive 
or via blended e-learning. E-learning sessions alone which are non-accredited and don’t involve 
webinar support are also available.  

What does this course teach?
1.	 What is communication?

•	 Identify the processes involved in communication
•	 Demonstrate the wide range of communication difficulties and the impact this has on the child.

2.	 Adult-Pupil Interaction & Non Verbal Communication
•	 Examine the effect of adult-child interaction on the development of communication skills
•	 Explore the importance of nonverbal communication behaviours. 

3.	 Attention, Listening & Play & Exploratory Learning 
•	 Develop strategies to promote listening and attention
•	 Explore the link between play/exploratory learning and language development.

4.	 Understanding of Language
•	 Explore strategies to support and develop a pupils understanding of language 
•	 Understand the importance of visual cues
•	 Develop an understanding of information carrying words.

5.	 The Blank Language Scheme or the Language of Learning Model 
•	 Learn how to assess and support pupils’ verbal reasoning skills
•	 Know how to modify questions to meet the needs of individual pupils.

6.	 Promoting the Development of Vocabulary
•	 Identify types of vocabulary
•	 Explore general strategies and techniques to develop vocabulary knowledge and use.

7.	 Developing Expressive Communication
•	 Explore general strategies to support expressive communication
•	 Learn about specific techniques that can be used to teach sentences and story telling.

8.	 Supporting pupils with unclear speech & using Augmentative & Alternative Communication 	
	 (AAC)

•	 Explore strategies to support unclear speech and the development of phonological awareness
•	 Consider Total Communication and AAC systems to support pupils with expressive language 	
	 difficulties.

9.	 The Development of Social Skills
•	 Identify the social skills a pupil needs
•	 Explore strategies to support social skill development. 

10.	Communication Plans & Course Summary
•	 Explore how to assess and monitor a pupil’s progress with their communication skills
•	 Discuss issues raised in the course.

The course has been such an insight!  Particularly into how our staff view 
communication and pre-communicative skills. Some classes have made 
some very positive changes!
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